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2021 SCHEDULE
FebruaryFebruary
27	 NJIT	 W, 24-1027	 NJIT	 W, 24-10

MarchMarch
6	 #10 LOYOLA*%	 W, 10-66	 #10 LOYOLA*%	 W, 10-6
14	 at Bucknell*%	 W, 18-614	 at Bucknell*%	 W, 18-6
28	 at Colgate*	 W, 15-1028	 at Colgate*	 W, 15-10
		
AprilApril
3	 #7 ARMY WEST POINT*	 W, 13-123	 #7 ARMY WEST POINT*	 W, 13-12
10	 #19 NAVY*%	 W, 13-710	 #19 NAVY*%	 W, 13-7
16	 at Lafayette*%	 W, 18-1116	 at Lafayette*%	 W, 18-11
18	 LAFAYETTE*	 W, 14-1118	 LAFAYETTE*	 W, 14-11
24	 BUCKNELL*	 W, 18-1224	 BUCKNELL*	 W, 18-12
		
MayMay
1	 at #16 Villanova	 L, 16-81	 at #16 Villanova	 L, 16-8
7	 COLGATE (PATRIOT LEAGUE SEMIFINALS)	 W, 13-97	 COLGATE (PATRIOT LEAGUE SEMIFINALS)	 W, 13-9
9	 PATRIOT LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP		  Cancelled9	 PATRIOT LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP		  Cancelled
15	 vs. Rutgers (NCAA Tournament First Round)	 2:30 p.m.15	 vs. Rutgers (NCAA Tournament First Round)	 2:30 p.m.
		

Home team inHome team in BOLD CAPS BOLD CAPS
*Patriot League game*Patriot League game
%South Division game%South Division game		

LEHIGH MOUNTAIN HAWKS (10-1 OVERALL,  8-0 PL)
VS. RUTGERS SCARLET KNIGHTS (8-3 OVERALL, 8-2 BIG TEN)

May 15, 2021 - 2:30 p.m.
Klöckner Stadium - Charlottesville, Va.

TV: ESPNU

LEHIGH AND RUTGERS TO SQUARE OFF IN NCAA TOURNEY
The No. 8 ranked (and seeded) Lehigh men’s lacrosse team will look to regroup from the disappointment of 
Sunday’s cancellation of the Patriot League Championship Game and leave it all on the field on Saturday when 
the Mountain Hawks face ninth-ranked and unseeded Rutgers in the First Round of the NCAA Tournament. 
Gametime at UVA’s Klöckner Stadium is set for 2:30 p.m. on ESPNU. This marks Lehigh’s third trip to the NCAA 
Tournament in the last nine seasons and first since 2013.

Lehigh is seeded for the second time in three NCAA appearances, along with a No. 7 seed in 2012 in which 
the Mountain Hawks dropped a 10-9 heartbreaker to eventual national finalist Maryland behind a goal with six 
seconds remaining. Lehigh was unseeded in 2013 and played at fifth-seeded North Carolina. Those marked the 
program’s first two NCAA Tournament appearances in program history. The Mountain Hawks will be searching 
for their first-ever NCAA Tournament win on Saturday.

The Mountain Hawks enter the tournament with a 10-1 record (good for the nation’s second best winning 
percentage, only behind Maryland) and winners of 14 of their last 15 games dating back to last season. Lehigh 
held the nation’s longest active win streak (13 games) before its loss at No. 16 Villanova on May 1. Last weekend, 
Lehigh defeated Colgate in the Patriot League Semifinals, 13-9, before Sunday’s title game was cancelled due to 
a positive COVID-19 test among Loyola’s tier 1 testing pool. The no-contest meant the Mountain Hawks earned 
the league’s automatic qualifier to the NCAA Tournament, while preventing Lehigh from playing for its first Patriot 
League Tournament Championship since 2013.

In Friday’s semifinals, sophomore and first team All-Patriot League midfielder John Sidorski paced the offense 
with three goals (for his first-career hat trick) and three assists for a career-high tying six points. Junior Mike 
Sisselberger won 18-of-25 faceoffs last Friday (in what statistically was one of his “worst” performances of the 
season) to reach 210 faceoff wins this season - needing just five more to move into second place in program 
history for career faceoff victories. He’s also up to 149 groundballs in 2021, needing just four to break teammate 
Conor Gaffney’s program and Patriot League record. Sisselberger’s 79.5 percentage for the season would be an 
NCAA record if the season ended today (the record is currently 79.1 by Albany’s TD Ierlan in 2018).

Lehigh will shift its focus to Rutgers on Saturday, which will see junior Cole Kirst face his brothers Colin and 
Connor on the Scarlet Knights. Cole was named a second team All-Patriot League honoree while Colin and 
Connor were both named first team All-Big Ten. Colin was a four-year team member of the Mountain Hawks 
before transferring to Rutgers for his fifth year, and he’s thrived, also being named Big Ten Specialist of the Year 
behind a 54.9 save percentage. The Mountain Hawks and Scarlet Knights last played in 2019 (when Colin was 
on Lehigh), as a Tommy Schelling go-ahead goal with 2:19 remaining helped Lehigh to a 13-10 win on the road. 
The year prior, Rutgers pulled out a slim 8-7 final in Bethlehem.

Rutgers has only faced Big Ten opponents this season while the Mountain Hawks have played only two nonleague 
games (NJIT and Villanova). The winner of Saturday’s game will advance to the NCAA Quarterfinals against the 
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NUMERICAL ROSTER
#	 Name	 Yr.	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Hometown/High School
1	 Crew Cintron 	 Gr.	 M	 6-0	 190	 Rocky River, Ohio/Saint Ignatius
2	 Christian Mule’	 So.	 A	 5-9	 170	 Dix Hills, N.Y./Half Hollow Hills West	
3	 Andrew Mapstone	 So.	 A	 5-8	 165	 Honeoye Falls, N.Y./Salisbury School	
4	 Sam Charlton 	 Sr.	 LSM/D	 5-11	 190	 Berwyn, Pa./Malvern Prep
5	 Matt Marker	 Jr.	 A	 6-0	 185	 Bethlehem, Pa./Allentown Central Catholic	
6	 Matt Ilchuk	 Sr.	 M/A	 6-1	 175	 Bay Shore, N.Y./Bay Shore
7	 Nick Turrini	 Fr.	 M/A	 5-10	 175	 Merrick, N.Y./Calhoun
8	 Kevin Gersbeck	 Sr.	 M	 5-9	 180	 Miller Place, N.Y./Miller Place
10	 Scott Cole	 Fr.	 A/M	 5-11	 190	 Reisterstown, Md./McDonogh
11	 Jack Thistle	 Fr.	 LSM/D	 5-11	 200	 Bethesda, Md./Georgetown Prep
12	 Will Deskey	 Fr.	 G	 5-8	 155	 Marietta, Ga./The Lawrenceville School (N.J.)	
13	 Logan Falconetti	 So.	 A	 6-0	 175	 Viola, Del./Salesianum School
14	 Denny Nealon	 Sr.	 A	 5-11	 175	 Garnet Valley, Pa./Garnet Valley
15	 Aidan Decker	 Fr.	 M	 6-1	 185	 Chatham, N.J./Chatham
16	 Nick Pecora	 Fr.	 G	 5-9	 200	 Congers, N.Y./Deerfield Academy
17	 Justin Angelel	 Sr.	 M	 6-2	 200	 Bellevue, Wash./Bellevue
18	 Michael Hagenberger	 Jr.	 D/LSM	 6-3	 200	 Mount Sinai, N.Y./Mount Sinai
19	 James Spence	 Sr.	 G	 5-10	 180	 Springfield, Pa./Springfield
20	 John Sidorski	 So.	 A/M	 6-2	 190	 East Islip, N.Y./East Islip
22	 Tommy Schelling	 Jr.	 A	 6-0	 185	 Warren, N.J./Delbarton
23	 Wil Carpenter	 Fr.	 D	 6-5	 205	 Salem, N.J./St. Augustine Prep
24	 Matt Brock	 Fr.	 FO/M	 5-10	 180	 Schwenksville, Pa./Perkiomen Valley
25	 Freddie Amato	 Fr.	 M	 6-2	 190	 Ponte Vedra, Fla./Ponte Vedra
28	 Ben Weinberg	 So.	 M	 5-11	 200	 Jericho, N.Y./Jericho
29	 Michael Gomez	 Jr.	 D	 6-0	 195	 Montauk, N.Y./Half Hollow Hills East
30	 Caleb Creasor	 So.	 G	 5-10	 180	 Huntsville, Ontario/The Hill Academy
31	 Liam Lynch	 Sr.	 M	 5-8	 185	 Foxboro, Mass./Brewster Academy
32	 Quinn Armstrong	 Fr.	 A/M	 6-4	 190	 Baltimore, Md./Westminster School
33	 John Danforth	 So.	 M	 5-11	 190	 Skaneateles, N.Y./Skaneateles
34	 Ryan Niggeman	 So.	 D	 5-11	 190	 Chester Springs, Pa./The Haverford School
36	 Patrick McIlroy	 Jr.	 D	 6-0	 195	 Westfield, N.J./Westfield
37	 Damon Hsu	 Fr.	 M	 5-7	 155	 Potomac, Md./Georgetown Prep
38	 Conor Gaffney	 Gr.	 M/FO	 5-10	 200	 Mount Laurel, N.J./Lenape	
40	 Colin Fowler	 So.	 D	 6-1	 210	 Kennett Square, Pa./Salesianum School
41	 Charlie Peck	 So.	 D/LSM	 5-11	 180	 Wayland, Mass./Rivers
43	 Hayden Trautmann	 Sr.	 D	 6-5	 225	 Huntington Valley, Pa./Academy of the New Church
44	 Justin Tiernan	 So.	 A	 6-2	 205	 Huntington, N.Y./John Glenn
45	 Teddy Leggett	 Sr.	 LSM/D	 5-8	 170	 Vaughan, Ontario/The Hill Academy
46	 John Schofield	 Fr.	 D	 6-1	 205	 Medfield, Mass./Medfield
47	 Cole Kirst	 Jr.	 A	 6-3	 210	 Bernardsville, N.J./Seton Hall Prep
48	 Jack Barclay	 Jr.	 M	 6-3	 190	 Ridgewood, N.J./Ridgewood
49	 Jack Spence	 So.	 M	 6-0	 180	 Springfield, Pa./Springfield
55	 Andrew Eichelberger	 Gr.	 M	 6-3	 230	 The Woodlands, Texas/Jesuit College Preparatory
66	 Matt Douglas	 Sr.	 D	 6-4	 220	 Mendham, N.J./Delbarton School
77	 Christian McHugh	 Gr.	 M	 6-2	 200	 Bronxville, N.Y./Iona Prep
88	 Anthony Tangredi	 Jr.	 D	 5-10	 175	 Smithtown, N.Y./Chaminade
99	 Mike Sisselberger	 Jr.	 FO/M	 5-9	 215	 Center Valley, Pa./Southern Lehigh

COACHING STAFF

Head Coach: Kevin Cassese, 14th Season
Associate Head Coach: Will Scudder
Assistant Coaches: John Crawley, Colin Nesdale
Director of Operations: Tom Walton
Director of Quality Control: Tom Cassese

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
 
#2 Christian Mule’ (MULE-A) 
#6 Crew Cinron (CIN-tron) 
#8 Kevin Gersbeck (GERZ-beck) 
#14 Denny Nealon (NEAL-in) 
#17 Justin Angelel (ANJ-ul-ell) 
#18 Michael Hagenberger (HAY-gen-ber-gurr) 
#20 John Sidorski (Si-DOOR-ski) 
#28 Ben Weinberg (WINE-burg) 

#34 Ryan Niggeman (NIG-man) 
#37 Damon Hsu (SHOE)
#43 Hayden Trautmann (TROUT-man)
Head Coach: Kevin Cassese (Ca-CEASE) 
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SISSELBERGER AND CASSESE EARN MAJOR PATRIOT 
LEAGUE AWARDS; SEVEN NAMED ALL-LEAGUE

	 BETHLEHEM, Pa. – After a 9-1 regular season (8-0 in the Patriot League), the Lehigh 
men’s lacrosse team garnered a number of postseason awards on Tuesday. Junior Mike Sis-
selberger was named Patriot League Faceoff Specialist of the Year while head coach Kevin 
Cassese was named Coach of the Year. In addition, seven Mountain Hawks were named 
All-League (four named first team and three named second team).
 	 The seven All-League honorees mark Lehigh’s most since 2013 and four first-team 
honorees are the most since 1995.
 	 Sisselberger is Lehigh’s second straight Faceoff Specialist of the Year, following 
teammate Conor Gaffney in 2019. Sisselberger has dominated at the faceoff X in 2021, 
standing No. 1 nationally in faceoff percentage (80.3) and groundballs per game (13.5). His 
135 groundballs this season are 17 from tying teammate Gaffney’s program record of 152 
in 2019. Sisselberger also has four goals and one assist. He’s won 84-of-100 faceoffs over 
the last four games, and has won at least 16 faceoffs (with no more than seven losses) in 
all 10 games. He’s won each of the last five Patriot League Faceoff Specialist of the Week 
awards to up his season total to six, a new league record (breaking the previous mark held 
by Navy’s Joe Varello in 2017).
 	 Cassese was named Coach of the Year for the second time in his career (also 2013) 
after leading the Mountain Hawks to their most Patriot League wins in program history and 
first undefeated regular-season league record since 2013. Among Lehigh’s victories were 
wins over then No. 10 Loyola, No. 7 Army West Point and No. 19 Navy. With the Mountain 
Hawks’ win over Lafayette on Apr. 18, Cassese became the program’s all-time leader in 
career victories. Lehigh went on to beat Bucknell on Apr. 24, good for Cassese’s 117th career 
win. The Mountain Hawks won nine straight games to begin the season (to tie the program 
record for win streak within a season), extending their overall win streak to 13 dating back 
to 2020, which stood as the No. 1 streak in the nation.
 	 Along with Sisselberger, juniors Tommy Schelling and Anthony Tangredi, and sopho-
more John Sidorski were also named first team All-Patriot League honorees.
 	 Named to the Tewaaraton Award Watch List earlier this season, Schelling leads the 
Mountain Hawks in assists (22) and points (45), standing 19th nationally in points per game 
(4.50) and 21st nationally in assists per contest (2.20). He posted five or more points in 
seven of the 10 regular-season games, including two seven-point efforts. Schelling was 
named Patriot League Offensive Player of the Week following five goals and one assist at 
Colgate.
 	 A preseason honorable mention All-American by Inside Lacrosse, Tangredi has 
helped anchor Lehigh’s defense. The team leader in caused turnovers with 13, Tangre-
di had seven caused turnovers in the Mountain Hawks’ 18-6 win at Bucknell, which was 
one shy of tying the program and NCAA record. He also had three groundballs and three 
caused turnovers in the 10-6 win over No. 10 Loyola, also causing turnovers against Army, 
Navy and Villanova. Schelling was a postseason honorable mention All-American follow-
ing the pandemic-shortened 2020 season with 16 caused turnovers in six games; the 2.67 
caused turnovers per contest were second nationally.
 	 Sidorski stands fourth on the Mountain Hawks with 26 points via eight goals and 18 
assists. The 18 assists were good for second on the team. Sidorski had four or more points in 
four contests – vs. NJIT (four assists), Bucknell (one goal, three assists), Colgate (two goals, 
two assists) and Army (two goals, four assists). Sidorski has also collected 13 groundballs.
 	 Graduate student Andrew Eichelberger, senior Teddy Leggett and junior Cole Kirst 
were all named second team All-Patriot League.
 	 Eichelberger’s All-League honor is the second of his career and second straight. This 
season, he’s tied for seventh on the team in points with 12 via 10 goals and two assists. 
The two-time captain is tied for fifth on the Mountain Hawks with his 10 goals. Among his 
highlights was a hat trick on Senior Day against Lafayette, and at least one goal in seven of 
the 10 contests.
 	 Kirst was named All-Patriot League for the first time following a breakout campaign. 
The junior stands second on the Mountain Hawks with 24 goals and third with 30 points, 
while also adding 17 groundballs and three caused turnovers. Kirst began the season with 
seven straight multi-goal games and has had multiple points in all 10 contests. Kirst twice 
scored four goals – vs. Army West Point (to earn Patriot League Offensive Player of the 
Week honors) and at Lafayette (when he added an assist for a career-high five points. Kirst 
has recorded five hat tricks in 2021 after none his first two seasons.
 	 Leggett earned All-League honors for the third time in as many seasons (no awards 
were presented in 2020). Also a two-time captain, Leggett stands second on the Mountain 
Hawks with 35 groundballs this season and second on the team with nine caused turn-
overs. He’s a key part of Lehigh’s faceoff game, which is No. 1 nationally. Leggett also has 
two assists this season. He owns 201 career groundballs, seventh in program history, in-
cluding a season-high six in both the season opener and regular season finale.
 
2021 Men’s Lacrosse All-Patriot League and Major Awards
Offensive Player of the Year – Brendan Nichtern, Army West Point, Jr., A
Defensive Player of the Year – Marcus Hudgins, Army West Point, Jr., D
Faceoff Specialist of the Year – Mike Sisselberger, Lehigh, Jr., FO
Goalkeeper of the Year – Spencer Rees, Navy, Sr., GK
Rookie of the Year – Peter Lehman, Lafayette, Fr., A
The William Lawson Coach of the Year – Kevin Cassese, Lehigh

 
First Team
Brendan Nichtern, Army West Point, Jr., A; Tommy Schelling, Lehigh, Jr., A; Kevin Lindley, 
Loyola Maryland, Sr., A; Aidan Olmstead, Loyola Maryland, Sr., A; Bob Abshire, Army West 
Point, Jr., M; John Sidorski, Lehigh, So., M; Peter Swindell, Loyola Maryland, Gr., M; Patrick 
Skalniak, Navy, So., M; Marcus Hudgins, Army West Point, Jr., D; Anthony Tangredi, Lehigh, 
Jr., D; Cam Wyers, Loyola Maryland, Jr., D; Nick Franchuk, Navy, Sr., D; Mike Sisselberger, 
Lehigh, Jr., FO; Ryan McNulty, Loyola Maryland, Gr., LSM; Matt Higgins, Loyola Maryland, 
Sr., SSDM; Spencer Rees, Navy, Sr., GK
 
Second Team
Vince D’Alto, Boston University, Jr., A; Brian Minicus, Colgate, Jr., A; Cole Kirst, Lehigh, Jr., A; 
Christian Daniel, Navy, Sr., A; Gunner Phillipp, Army West Point, Jr., M; Christian Quadrino, 
Boston University, Fr., M; Andrew Eichelberger, Lehigh, Gr., M; Evan James, Loyola Mary-
land, So., M; Kyle Beyer, Army West Point, Sr., D; Bryant Boswell, Bucknell, Sr., D; Chris Con-
lin, Holy Cross, Jr., D; Jackson Bonitz, Navy, Fr., D
Bailey Savio, Loyola Maryland, Sr., FO; Teddy Leggett, Lehigh, Sr., LSM; Tim Griffin, Navy, Sr., 
SSDM; Wyatt Schupler, Army West Point, Jr., GK

THREE NAMED ACADEMIC ALL-LEAGUE
	 BETHLEHEM, Pa. – A trio of Lehigh men’s lacrosse student-athletes have been 
named to the Academic All-Patriot League team, as graduate student Conor Gaffney 
earned the honor for a third straight season while graduate student Andrew Eichelberger 
and junior Tommy Schelling were named Academic All-League for the first time. Gaffney is 
a two-time Scholar-Athlete of the Year while Eichelberger and Schelling were both named 
All-Patriot League for their on-field performance in 2021. The three honorees are tied for a 
program record.
 	 In the classroom, Gaffney owns a 4.0 grade point average in graduate school after 
ending his undergraduate career with a 3.95 as a double major in mechanical engineer-
ing and integrated business and engineering (finance). Gaffney is a three-time CoSIDA 
Academic All-American (being named to the second team in 2020 as one of just four Divi-
sion I men’s lacrosse student-athletes recognized as Academic All-America). Gaffney is a 
two-time candidate for the prestigious Senior CLASS Award and multi-time winner of the 
team’s Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award. Gaffney is a member of the Tau Beta Pi Engi-
neering Honor Society, Pi Tau Sigma Mechanical Engineering Honor Society and American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). He won the Elisha P. Wilbur Mathematics Award 
for the top performance in first-year engineering mathematics courses. Gaffney is back at 
Lehigh for a fifth year via the President’s Scholarship program, which recognizes outstand-
ing academic achievement by undergraduate students by providing a fifth year of study 
free of tuition.
 	 Selected in the recent Premiere Lacrosse League Collegiate Draft (the Mountain 
Hawks’ first-ever selection), Gaffney was named the 2019 Patriot League Faceoff Specialist 
of the Year and an honorable mention postseason All-American by both the USILA and 
Inside Lacrosse. Gaffney was a preseason honorable mention All-American by Inside La-
crosse this season. Gaffney is backing up junior Mike Sisselberger this year, who owns the 
nation’s No. 1 faceoff percentage (80.3 percent, which if the season ended today, would be 
an NCAA record).
 	 Eichelberger owns an impressive 3.88 GPA in his technical entrepreneurship mas-
ter’s program. He was named to the Dean’s List this fall semester. As an undergrad, Eichel-
berger was named to the Dean’s List (for a semester GPA over 3.6), named to the Patriot 
League Academic Honor Roll and garnered the Faculty Athletics Council Award (for a se-
mester GPA over 3.2).
 	 On the field, Eichelberger was named second team All-Patriot League this season. 
Also named to the second team in 2019, the midfielder is a two-time team captain. Eichel-
berger is tied for seventh on team in points (12) and fifth in goals (10), tallying a hat trick on 
Senior Day against Lafayette. He has at least one goal in seven of 10 games.
 	 Schelling owns a strong 3.41 GPA in mechanical engineering. He’s been named to 
the Dean’s List on multiple occasions and posted a perfect 4.0 GPA this fall semester. He 
was named to the Patriot League Academic Honor Roll after each of his first two years, and 
has garnered the Faculty Athletics Council Award.
 	 Schelling was named first team All-Patriot League this season, as he leads the Moun-
tain Hawks in assists (22) and points (45). He stands 19th nationally in points per game 
(4.50) and 21st nationally in assists per game (2.20). Schelling posted five or more points 
in seven of the 10 games, including two seven-point efforts. He was named Patriot League 
Offensive Player of the Week following five goals and one assist at Colgate.
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ALL-TIME VS. RUTGERS
Lehigh beat Rutgers in the last meeting on Mar. 12, 2019, snapping a 14-game losing streak in the all-time 
series that dated back to 1962. Then freshman Tommy Schelling scored the go-ahead goal with 2:19 remain-
ing. Overall, the Scarlet Knights lead the all-time series, 39-10-1. Lehigh and Rutgers also met in 2018, a tight 
8-7 Scarlet Knights’ victory. It was only the third meeting between the two schools since 1971. Prior to 2018, 
the teams hadn’t played since Apr. 11, 1990, a 21-6 Rutgers win. Lehigh’s last win was in 1961, an 8-7 final. The 
first-ever game between the sides came in 1887, a 12-0 Lehigh win. It came in Lehigh Lacrosse’s third season; 
it was the program’s fifth-ever game and first shutout.

SCOUTING THE SCARLET KNIGHTS
Rutgers began its season with wins over then No. 6 ranked teams - Penn State (11-9) and Ohio State (22-12). 
The Scarlet Knights finished the regular season against their Big Ten only schedule 8-2, with the only losses 
coming to undefeated Maryland. Rutgers dropped its Big Ten Semifinal to Johns Hopkins, 12-10. Lehigh transfer 
and fifth year Colin Kirst has played a big role in the team’s success, posting an 11.27 goals against average 
and 54.9 save percentage to earn Big Ten Specialist of the Year honors. His brother Connor transferred from 
Villanova for his fifth year and is second on the team in goals (32) and points (47) out of the midfield. Adam 
Charalambides leads Rutgers in goals (37) and points (53) while Kieran Mullins has recorded 25 goals and a 
team-leading 20 assists for 45 points. Saturday features the No. 4 and 5 scoring offenses in the nation with 
Lehigh at 14.91 goals per game and Rutgers at 14.82.

SCARLET KNIGHTS LAST TIME OUT...
STATE COLLEGE, PA. (5/6/21) - No. 6 Rutgers men’s lacrosse fell in the Big Ten Semifinals on Thursday night, 
dropping the contest to No. 20 Johns Hopkins by a 12-10 final score.  Adam Charalambides and Connor Kirst 
each scored twice for RU as eight different players scored for RU. Colin Kirst made 12 saves, reaching dou-
ble-figure saves for the 10th time this season.  

IF LEHIGH BEATS RUTGERS...
• Lehigh would win the first-ever NCAA Tournament game and advance to the NCAA Quarterfinals for the 
first time in program history.
• The Mountain Hawks would win their second straight game over Rutgers.
• Lehigh would pick up its fourth win over a nationally-ranked opponent this season (Loyola, Army West 
Point and Navy).
• The Mountain Hawks would win for the 15th time in their last 16 games dating back to last season.

LEHIGH IN THE NCAA TOURNAMENT
• This marks Lehigh’s third appearance in the NCAA Tournament, all under head coach Kevin Cassese, the 
second of which has seen the Mountain Hawks earn a national seed.
• The Mountain Hawks advanced to the tournament in 2012 and 2013, both earning the automatic qualifier 
following Patriot League Tournament Championships.
• Lehigh was the No. 7 seed in 2012, losing a heartbreaking 10-9 final at home against eventual national 
finalist Maryland.
• Lehigh was unseeded in 2013 and lost at fifth-seeded (and No. 1 ranked) North Carolina, 16-7.

GAFFNEY SELECTED IN PLL COLLEGIATE DRAFT
Lehigh men’s lacrosse’s all-time career leader for faceoff wins and groundballs, graduate student Conor 
Gaffney became the program’s first-ever PLL Collegiate Draft selection on Monday night, as he went 21st 
overall to the Archers. Gaffney has enjoyed a decorated collegiate career as a two-time first team All-Patriot 
League honoree, a 2019 All-American and Patriot League Faceoff Specialist of the Year.

LEGGETT NAMED FINALIST FOR SENIOR CLASS AWARD
For the second time in three years, Lehigh men’s lacrosse has a Senior CLASS Award finalist, as Teddy Leg-
gett was named one of 10 finalists on Thursday. Leggett follows Craig Chick (2019), Ty Souders (2014) and 
Jonathan Stumpf (2011) as one of four finalists in program history. An acronym for Celebrating Loyalty and 
Achievement for Staying in School ®, the Senior CLASS Award focuses on the total student-athlete and en-
courages students to use their platform in athletics to make a positive impact as leaders in their communi-
ties. No finalists were named in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, so the Mountain Hawks have featured 
a finalist in each of the last two seasons. The only other program who can say that is Virginia.
 
Lehigh has a strong tradition of Senior CLASS Award honorees. In 2021, Leggett and Conor Gaffney were the 
only two candidates from the Patriot League. The Mountain Hawks have had at least one candidate in eight 
of the last nine years (with 11 honorees in that time). Lehigh is also the only men’s lacrosse program in the 
country with multiple honorees in three straight years.
 Gaffney and Andrew Pettit were both named candidates last year (Gaffney was eligible again in 2021 since 

Overall: 	 Rutgers leads, 39-10-1
Last Meeting: 	 Mar. 12, 2019
Last Result: 	 Lehigh, 13-10
Current Streak: 	 Lehigh - 1 win
Last 10: 	 Rutgers, 9-1

Last 10 meetings:
Mar. 12, 2019	 at Rutgers	 Lehigh, 13-10
Mar. 14, 2018 	 at Lehigh 	 Rutgers, 8-7
Apr. 11, 1990 	 at Rutgers 	 Rutgers, 21-6
Apr. 12, 1989 	 at Lehigh 	 Rutgers, 20-5
Apr. 28, 1971 	 at Rutgers 	 Rutgers, 17-1
Apr. 28, 1970 	 at Lehigh 	 Rutgers, 22-3
Apr. 29, 1969 	 at Rutgers 	 Rutgers, 15-6
Apr. 30, 1968 	 at Lehigh 	 Rutgers, 15-4
May 2, 1967 	 at Rutgers 	 Rutgers, 15-5
May 14, 1966 	 at Lehigh 	 Rutgers, 18-4

RUTGERS SERIES HISTORY

LEHIGH LAST TIME OUT

LAST MEETING

PISCATAWAY, N.J. (3/12/19) – No. 15 Rutgers scored four 
straight goals bridging the second and third quarters 
to take an 8-5 lead, but No. 16 Lehigh staged a furious 
comeback, using two separate four-goal runs to down 
the Scarlet Knights 13-10. Lehigh ended the third quarter 
with four straight goals over the final 3:10 before ending 
the fourth with a 4-0 run in the final 5:50 to pick up the 
program’s first win over Rutgers since 1961. 

Score By Quarter
Lehigh	 3	 2	 4	 4	 13 	
Rutgers	 2	 4	 2	 2	 10

Lehigh Scoring
GOALS: Alex Tumminello (4), Lucas Spence (2), Mickey 
Fitzpatrick (2), Tommy Schelling (1), Joel Trucksess (1), 
Craig Chick (1), Christian McHugh (1), Ryan Klose (1)

Final Statistics
	 Lehigh	 Rutgers
Shots 	 34	 45
Groundballs 	 36	 39
Faceoffs	 16-27	 11-27
Clears 	 20-22	 19-22
Saves 	 17	 11
Turnovers 	 21	 11

BETHLEHEM, Pa. (5/7/21) – After early 1-0 and 2-1 deficits, 
the No. 9 Lehigh men’s lacrosse team responded and 
wouldn’t trail for the game’s final 46:54 in a 13-9 win over 
visiting Colgate in the Patriot League Semifinals Friday. 
Tied at seven late in the second quarter, Lehigh scored 
four straight goals to take an 11-7 lead and wouldn’t look 
back. With the win, the Mountain Hawks improve to 10-1 
overall, advancing to their third straight Patriot League 
Championship Game and sixth in the last nine seasons.

Score By Quarter
Colgate	 2	 5	 1	 1	 9	
Lehigh	 3	 5	 3	 2	 13

Lehigh Scoring
GOALS: Christian Mule’ (3), John Sidorski (3), Justin Tiernan 
(2), Crew Cintron (1), Matt Marker (1), Tommy Schelling (1), 
Quinn Armstrong (1), Cole Kirst (1)

Final Statistics
	 Colgate	 Lehigh
Shots 	 35	 38
Groundballs 	 36	 47
Faceoffs	 8-26	  18-26
Clears 	 16-17	 20-26
Saves 	 8	 9
Turnovers 	 16	 23
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AROUND THE PATRIOT LEAGUE

PATRIOT LEAGUE
 STANDINGS

	 Division	 Patriot League
School	 W	 L	 Pct.	 W	 L	 Pct.
North
Army West Point	 3	 0	 1.000	 5	 2	 .714
Boston University	 2	 1	 .667	 4	 2	 .667
Colgate	 1	 2	 .333	 2	 4	 .333
Holy Cross	 0	 3	 .000	 1	 3	 .250

South
Lehigh	 4	 0	 1.000	 8	 0	 1.000
Loyola	 3	 1	 .750	 4	 3	 .571
Navy	 2	 2	 .500	 4	 2	 .667
Bucknell	 1	 3	 .250	 1	 5	 .167
Lafayette	 0	 4	 .000	 0	 8	 .000

STATISTICS COMPARISON

Record	 10-1	 8-3	
Scoring Offense	 14.91	 14.82	
Scoring Defense	 10.00	 11.64	
Scoring Margin	 +4.91	 +3.22	
Shots Per Game	 45.8	 45.1	
Shots Allowed Per Game	 36.0	 38.9	
Shot %	 .325	 .329	
Groundballs	 472	 326	
Turnovers	 174	 135	
Caused Turnovers	 81	 86	
Faceoff %	 .746 (232-311)	 .388 (128-230)

Clears	 .813 (169-208)	 .888 (214-241)

he returned for a fifth year after the pandemic cut short the 2020 season). The year prior, Pettit and Craig 
Chick were both candidates (then when Pettit came back to Lehigh for a fifth year due to his season-ending 
injury in 2019, he was eligible to be nominated for the honor again). Previous Lehigh Senior CLASS Award 
candidates were Cody Triolo in 2017, Casey Eidenshink in 2016, Dan Taylor in 2015, Ty Souders in 2014, Ryan 
Snyder in 2013 and Jonathan Stumpf in 2011. Chick, Souders and Stumpf were all named finalists.

ALL-AROUND TEAM
The Mountain Hawks stand top 20 nationally in scoring offense (fourth, 14.91) and scoring defense (13th, 
10.00). Lehigh is also No. 1 in faceoff win percentage as a team (74.6) while senior James Spence is top 15 in 
goals against average (9.62) and save percentage (55.6). To see the complete list of where the Mountain 
Hawks stand nationally, please see page 10.

DOMINANT PLAY
The Mountain Hawks were dominant during the regular season. Heading into the regular season finale at 
Villanova, they had only trailed for 10:27 all season. Even with the tough result against the Wildcats, Lehigh 
has still only trailed for 68:04 out of 660 minutes of game action this season.

Here’s a rundown of the games in which the Mountain Hawks have trailed.
vs. Army West Point (4/3) - 7:14
vs. Navy (4/10) - 2:02
at Lafayette (4/16) - 1:11
at Villanova (5/1) - 55:49
vs. Colgate (5/7) - 1:48
Total - 68:04

THREE MID-SEASON ALL-AMERICAN MOUNTAIN HAWKS
Inside Lacrosse announced its midseason All-Americans in early April, which featured a trio of Lehigh 
men’s lacrosse standouts. Junior faceoff specialist Mike Sisselberger was named to the first team, senior 
goaltender James Spence to the second team and junior defenseman Anthony Tangredi to the third team. 
Those three have been integral in the Mountain Hawks’ 5-0 record, as one of just four undefeated teams in 
the nation entering the weekend. The midseason All-Americans were voted on by members of the media.

MOUNTAIN HAWKS PICKED THIRD; FOUR PRESEASON ALL-LEAGUE
With the 2021 season set to begin this month, the Patriot League preseason poll and individual preseason 
honors were announced on Friday. The Lehigh men’s lacrosse team was predicted to finish third while four 
(graduate student Andrew Eichelberger, graduate student Conor Gaffney, senior Teddy Leggett and junior 
Tommy Schelling) were named preseason All-Patriot League.
 
The Mountain Hawks finished with 104 points and one first-place vote, only behind Loyola with 125 (13 first-
place votes) and Army West Point with 111 (four). Following Lehigh was Navy (77), Boston University (67), 
Bucknell (66), Holy Cross (40), Colgate (39) and Lafayette (19).

EICHELBERGER, LEGGETT, DOUGLAS NAMED CAPTAINS
Lehigh head men’s lacrosse coach Kevin Cassese announced the Mountain Hawks’ 2021 team captains in 
December, featuring a pair of second-year captains (graduate student Andrew Eichelberger and senior 
Teddy Leggett) and a first-time captain (senior Matt Douglas). Eichelberger and Leggett were both cap-
tains during the shortened 2020 season.

MILESTONE WATCH
A number of Lehigh players have recently reached significant career milestones or have milestones within 
grasp, which were reached or could be reached this season.

Player 	 Milestone 	 Current #	 Away
Matt Douglas	 100 groundballs	 98	 2
Cole Kirst	 50 points	 49	 1
Christian Mule’	 50 goals	 47	 3
Tommy Schelling	 50 assists	 48	 2
James Spence	 500 saves	 496	 4

UP NEXT...
If the Mountain Hawks win, they would advance to the NCAA Quarterfinals next Saturday to face the win-
ner of top-seeded North Carolina and Monmouth.

AWARD WINNERS

Patriot League Awards

Postseason Awards: See Page 3.

Offensive Player of the Week: Tommy Schelling 
(3/29), Cole Kirst (4/5), Christian Mule’ (4/26)
Goalkeeper of the Week: James Spence (3/8, 4/12), 
Faceoff Specialist of the Week: Mike Sisselberger 
(3/8, 4/5, 4/12, 4/19, 4/26)
Rookie of the Week: Scott Cole (4/12)

Other Awards

USILA National Team of the Week: James Spence 
(3/9), Mike Sisselberger (4/6, 4/20), Christian Mule’ 
(4/27)
Tewaaraton Award Watch List: Tommy Schelling, 
Mike Sisselberger (Nominee)
Tewaaraton Award Watch List: Conor Gaffney, 
Teddy Leggett (Finalist)
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U.S. Lacrosse National Hall of Fame Inductee
2X Patriot League Coach of the Year (2013, 2021)
Most Wins in Lehigh Men’s Lacrosse History (118)
Best Win Percentage (Minimum 50 wins) (56.5, 118-91)
11 All-Americans Coached
40 All-Patriot League Players Coached
2 Patriot League Scholar-Athletes of the Year Coached
1 Patriot League Goalkeeper of the Year Coached
1 Patriot League Offensive Player of the Year Coached
2 Patriot League Faceoff Specialists of the Year Coached
10 Players Selected in Major League Lacrosse Collegiate Draft
1 Player Selected in Premier Lacrosse League Collegiate Draft
 
Patriot League Tournament Championships – 2 (2012, 2013)
Patriot League Regular Season Championships – 2 (2013, 2021)
Patriot League Championship Game Appearances – 5 (2012, 2013, 2014, 2018, 2019)
Patriot League Tournament Appearances – 10 (2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018, 2019, 2021)
 
The above stats are up to date. The below bio is entering the 2021 season.

	 A U.S. Lacrosse National Hall of Fame inductee, Kevin Cassese enters his 14th season as Lehigh’s head men’s lacrosse coach in 2021. In Cassese’s time, he has led the 
Mountain Hawks to back-to-back Patriot League Championships – in 2012 and 2013 – followed by a third straight appearance in the league title game in 2014 and return 
trips to the championship game in 2018 and 2019. Lehigh is the only men’s lacrosse program in the Patriot League to each of the last nine Patriot League Tournaments as 
excitement continues to build.
 	 Entering 2021, the Mountain Hawks are ranked in most national polls for a third straight season. Lehigh was off to a 5-1 start in 2020 (2-0 in Patriot League play) when 
the season was cut short due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Mountain Hawks’ offense was averaging 14.0 goals per game (15th nationally) while their defense was allowing 
just 9.67 per contest (14th). Lehigh was second in groundballs per game (42.33) and eighth in faceoff win percentage (63.8). The Mountain Hawks were ranked 19th in the 
final Maverick Media Poll. Sophomore Tommy Schelling enjoyed a breakout season with 22 goals and 11 assists in just six games, joining Andrew Pettit and Conor Gaffney 
on the Tewaaraton Award Watch List. Defenseman Anthony Tangredi was named an honorable mention Media All-American after finishing the shortened season second 
nationally in caused turnovers per contest (2.67). Gaffney was named a CoSIDA Academic All-American for a third straight year (being named to the second team).
 	 In the summer of 2020, Lehigh continued to make a name for itself in professional lacrosse, with alum Craig Chick and assistant coach John Crawley both playing for 
Atlas LC of the Premiere Lacrosse League. Pettit and Eddie Bouhall played in Major League Lacrosse, for the New York Lizards and Philadelphia Barrage, respectively.
	 Cassese helped the Mountain Hawks to a 9-8 record in 2019 despite several injuries to important players. Lehigh’s leading returning scorer, Pettit, suffered a sea-
son-ending injury during the preseason, with eventual All-League performers Lucas Spence and Christian McHugh missing multiple games in February. The Mountain 
Hawks continued to battle and it paid off in March, going a perfect 6-0 which helped them earn the No. 2 seed in the Patriot League Tournament. Lehigh earned three 
consecutive victories over ranked opponents in that span, topping No. 16 Colgate (10-8), No. 17 Army West Point (11-8) and No. 15 Rutgers (13-10) in the span of 11 days. Also 
that month, Cassese won his 100th career game with a 15-8 victory at Navy. The Mountain Hawks went on to pick up a hard-fought Patriot League semifinal victory for a 
second straight season, topping Boston University 10-9. Lehigh then led Army 6-4 late in the third quarter in the title game, but the Black Knights came back to win.
	 As a team, the Mountain Hawks’ defense finished sixth nationally in scoring defense (9.47), the fourth time in eight years finishing top 10 in the country. Individually, 
Gaffney was named Patriot League Faceoff Specialist of the Year, Scholar-Athlete of the Year (for a second straight season) and an Academic All-American. Gaffney broke 
a number of program and league records, including faceoff wins (249) and groundballs (152). His 69.7 faceoff percentage was good for fourth nationally. Gaffney was one of 
six Mountain Hawks named All-Patriot League for a second straight season, which included fellow first team honoree, defenseman Craig Chick. Chick continued to re-write 
the record books, literally, breaking the school record for caused turnovers for a third consecutive season with 42. Most notably, he ended his career with an NCAA career 
record 160 caused turnovers, becoming the all-time leader in the championship game vs. Army. After the season, Chick was named a second team All-American by both 
the USILA and Inside Lacrosse/Media, Lehigh’s highest USILA All-American in 93 years, since Hugh Robinson was named to the second team in 1926.
 	 Less than a month after the 2018 season, Cassese was named an inductee in the National Lacrosse Hall of Fame Class following a stellar playing career at Duke, in 
Major League Lacrosse and for Team USA.
	 The 2018 season saw Lehigh jump back into the national spotlight, beginning with road wins at No. 12 Army West Point and No. 18/19 Hofstra in the span of 10 days. 
Earning the No. 4 seed in the league tournament, Lehigh dominated Colgate at home (11-6) then picked up a 10-9 overtime win against No. 11/13 Navy. Spence scored the 
game-winner less than one minute into overtime as Spence (58 points: 35 goals, 23 assists) and Pettit (66 points: 46 goals, 20 assists) combined for 124 points in 2018. Pettit, 
Chick and Gaffney were named first team All-Patriot League while Spence, defenseman Bouhall and long-stick midfielder Teddy Leggett earned second-team laurels. 
Leggett also won the Lehigh Athletics’ J. Daniel Nolan Award presented to the department’s top first-year male student-athlete.
 	 As a team, the Mountain Hawks led the nation in extra-man offense for the second time in seven years as Lehigh’s 63.4 percentage was good for second in NCAA 
history. At one point, Lehigh converted eight straight man-up opportunities and 16-of-19. The 2018 campaign marked the second time in seven seasons the Mountain 
Hawks led the nation in man-up offense. The other time was 2012, which featured the program’s breakthrough as Lehigh finished 14-3 and won its first-ever Patriot League 
Tournament Championship to advance to the program’s first NCAA Tournament. The 2012 campaign featured a school-record 14 wins, nine-game winning streak and the 
program’s highest-ever national ranking; Lehigh came in at No. 4 nationally in the final Coaches Poll following the regular season.
	 Following a home-opening loss to Villanova in 2012, Lehigh promptly won nine straight games and 13-of-14 to advance to the NCAA Tournament as the No. 7 overall 
seed. The Mountain Hawks hosted eventual National Finalist Maryland and gave the Terps their toughest fight on their road to the title game. Despite falling behind 6-1 in 
the first half, Lehigh responded with seven straight goals in front of a standing room only crowd of 2,278 at the Ulrich Sports Complex.
	 Lehigh posted an impressive 8-3 record against nationally-ranked foes, including a big 9-8 win at No. 4 North Carolina in March, propelling the Mountain Hawks into 
the national polls for the first time since 2000. Lehigh ended a number of long droughts, defeating UNC for the first time since 1951, Yale for the first time since 1918 and 
Penn State for the first time since 1971. A big part of the success came from the Mountain Hawks’ defense, which stood as the No. 2 scoring defense (only behind Notre 
Dame), holding opponents to only 6.81 goals per game. Lehigh picked up its first shutout in 40 years with a 13-0 triumph over Manhattan, allowed only two goals to VMI and 

CASSESE’S ALL-TIME RECORD
Year	 Record	 PL	 Home	 Notables
2008 	 6-9 	 2-4 	 4-4
2009 	 4-11 	 2-4 	 0-6 	 Won at #16 Army and #20 St. John’s
2010 	 8-7 	 2-4 	 4-3 	 Defeated #9 Villanova and #19 Lafayette
2011	  7-9	  3-3	  5-4	 PL Semifinals
2012	  14-3	  5-1	  5-2	 School-record 14 wins
	  			   Highest ranking in school history (#4)
				    First Patriot League Championship
2013	  12-5	  6-0	  7-2	 Second Straight PL Championship
				    Hosted PL Tournament for 1st time
2014	  13-5	  6-2	  7-1	 Third Straight PL Title Game Appearance
2015	  7-9	  3-5	  3-4	 Wins over ranked Princeton & Stony Brook
2016	  6-9	  4-4	  3-4	 Win over ranked Boston U
2017	  7-7	  4-4	  5-1	 Wins over ranked Boston U & Princeton
2018 	 10-7 	 5-3 	 4-4 	 Patriot League Championship Game
2019	  9-8	  5-3	 5-3	 Wins over ranked Colgate, Army, Rutgers
2020 	 5-1 	 2-0 	 4-0
2021	 10-1	 8-0	 7-0	 9-0 to start season, PL Coach of the Year
Total 	 118-91	 57-37 	 63-38	
	 (.565)	 (.606)	 (.624)

Head Coach Kevin Cassese
 14th Season 
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five or fewer to Penn State, Navy, Holy Cross, Penn and Saint Joseph’s. Cassese was 
named Patriot League Coach of the Year while freshman Matt Poillon became Le-
high’s first-ever Goalkeeper of the Year. Eight cracked the All-Patriot League Team, 
tied for most in school history.
 	 In 2013, Lehigh won seven straight games, bridging the end of the regular 
season and Patriot League Tournament, to finish 12-5 overall, undefeated in Patriot 
League play and earn the right to host the league tournament. Lehigh went on to 
dominate Bucknell on its home turf (11-5) for its second straight league champion-
ship. The awards continued to roll in for the Mountain Hawks as Poillon was named 
Patriot League Goalie of the Year for a second straight season and a school-record 
four players were named USILA All-Americans, breaking the record of three set a 
season prior. In addition, the Mountain Hawks placed a league-best three players on 
the Academic All-Patriot League Team.
 	 The success continued into 2014 as the Mountain Hawks won 13 games, just 
one shy of tying the school record set just two years prior. Lehigh earned a thrilling 
7-6 triple overtime victory over No. 20 Villanova in February and earned convincing 
league wins over Bucknell (9-3), Navy (13-2), Holy Cross (20-4) and Lafayette (17-
6). The Mountain Hawks defeated Navy in the Patriot League Quarterfinals at home 
before earning a 12-11 semifinal victory over Army behind a Reid Weber goal with just 
three seconds remaining.
 	 Several Mountain Hawks enjoyed breakout seasons, led by attackman Dan Taylor who recorded 45 points over his last seven games to finish with 76 points, which 
far and away led the Patriot League and was most among Canadian players in all of Division I Lacrosse. Taylor was named a first team All-Patriot League honoree, as was 
defenseman Tripp Telesco. Three others were named All-League while Poillon, Taylor and Telesco were named honorable mention All-Americans as well.
 	 After struggling to begin 2015, the Mountain Hawks ended the season on a high note, winning five of their last six regular season games, defeating a pair of nation-
ally-ranked opponents in a five-day span (No. 14 Princeton and No. 18 Stony Brook). Taylor enjoyed another sensational season, posting 77 points to earn Patriot League 
Offensive Player of the Year honors and honorable mention All-America recognition. Meanwhile, a young team in 2016 went on to advance to the program’s sixth straight 
Patriot League Tournament, finishing 4-4 in league play highlighted by a thrilling 8-7 win at No. 20 Boston University. Lehigh’s 2017 season was highlighted by two consecu-
tive home wins over nationally-ranked foes, defeating No. 16/18 Boston University (10-6) and No. 13/14 Princeton (15-10) while earning a 9-6 home victory over rival Bucknell 
on Senior Night to earn the program’s seventh straight Patriot League Tournament berth.
 	 Setting the stage for the program’s breakthrough of 2012, the Mountain Hawks jumped squarely into the national lacrosse picture in 2011 by not only qualifying for 
the Patriot League postseason, but also proving they could compete with anyone in the country. Lehigh advanced to its first Patriot League Tournament since 2006. The 
Mountain Hawks got off to a quick 3-1 start, which included a 14-10 triumph over Navy, the program’s first victory over the Midshipmen in nearly 100 years. Lehigh posted the 
nation’s eighth biggest improvement in 2011, according to LaxPower.com’s computer rankings, which takes into account many of the factors used by the NCAA Tournament 
selection committee.
	 In his first four years at Lehigh, Cassese mentored a total of nine All-Patriot League honorees, including four in 2011. Faceoff specialist Ryan Snyder cracked the first 
team after winning 61.6 percent of his draws and scooping a then-Patriot League record 118 groundballs. Jonathan Stumpf was not only named to the second team, but 
also became Lehigh’s first-ever CoSIDA Academic All-American while being named a Senior CLASS Award first team All-American, USILA Scholar All-American and Patriot 
League Scholar-Athlete of the Year. Stumpf (along with teammate and current Lehigh assistant coach Will Scudder) also played in the USILA North-South All-Star Game 
where he netted the eventual game-winning goal for the South.
 	 Under Cassese’s watch, Lehigh has sent several players to professional lacrosse. Nine have been selected in the Major League Lacrosse Collegiate Draft since 2013 
while multiple others have been picked in the player pool. Roman Lao-Gosney (Florida) played in more than 50 career games since while twin brother Cameron, Mike 
Noone and Noah Molnar were all veterans of the league. Molnar won an MLL Championship in 2016 and Noone in 2017. In addition, Taylor was the first selection of defend-
ing National Lacrosse League Champion Saskatchewan Rush in the 2015 NLL Collegiate Draft. He was picked 12th overall and went on to win NLL Championships with 
Saskatchewan in 2016 and Calgary in 2019.
 	 Cassese’s players have been involved in US Lacrosse as well as defenseman Ty Souders tried out for the U.S. Under-19 Team as part of a three-day training camp at 
UMBC. Cameron and Roman Lao-Gosney also participated in numerous scrimmages for Team USA, beginning with the Capital Lacrosse Classic on Oct. 7, 2012. In the sum-
mer and fall of 2019, Cole Kirst impressed at U.S. Under-19 Team tryout process as well.
	 On a personal level, Cassese made his coaching debut for US Lacrosse at the 2014 World Lacrosse Championships in Denver, serving as an assistant coach under Team 
USA head coach Richie Meade (Furman), alongside assistants Dave Pietramala (Johns Hopkins) and Jeff Tambroni (Penn State). Cassese’s responsibilities included faceoff 
coordinator and goalie coordinator while handling rides, clears and the sub game.
	 As a player, Cassese had an impressive career representing the USA.  He was named to the 2010 United States Men’s National Lacrosse Team, traveling to Manchester, 
England.  He was named co-captain of that gold medal winning team, alongside Ryan Powell (Syracuse). That marked the third time Cassese earned a spot on the National 
Team. Cassese also helped the United States to the gold medal at the 2002 International Lacrosse Federation World Championships, while still an undergraduate at Duke 
University. He was also a member of the United States team that placed second at the 2006 ILF World Championships in London, Ontario.
	 Cassese is one of the most decorated student-athletes in Duke history.  He was a two-time captain and three-time All-ACC selection. Cassese helped lead the Blue 
Devils to three NCAA Tournament appearances and a pair of ACC Championships during his collegiate career. Cassese earned All-America honors on three separate oc-
casions, including first-team accolades in 2002 and 2003. Cassese, who scored 80 goals and handed out 38 assists in his career, was a two-time Tewaaraton Trophy finalist 
and garnered ACC Player of the Year honors in 2001. In 2002, Cassese was the recipient of the Lt. Donald MacLaughlin, Jr. Award as the nation’s top midfielder. He was also 
a standout in the classroom, graduating with a 3.59 GPA while earning his Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology from Duke. He was selected as a USILA Scholar All-American, ACC 
Academic Honor Roll member, and was named the ACC’s Weaver-James-Corrigan Honorary Award recipient for outstanding athletic and academic achievement.
	 After his time at Duke, Cassese continued his playing career in Major League Lacrosse for seven years.  He was the second overall selection in the 2003 MLL Draft by 
the Rochester Rattlers. Among his professional accomplishments is earning a spot in both the 2006 and 2010 MLL All-Star Games, winning MVP of the 2016 game. Cassese 
was traded to the Philadelphia Barrage during the summer of 2007 (which coincided with his hiring at Lehigh) and helped lead his new team to the MLL title that year, as 
well as a spot in Championship Weekend in 2008.
 	 Cassese’s coaching career before Lehigh included a stint as an assistant coach at his alma mater from 2005-07, helping lead the Blue Devils to the 2007 National 
Championship Game. He also served as Duke’s interim head coach for part of the summer of 2006. Prior to Duke, Cassese spent one season at Stony Brook as an assistant 
where he directed the nation’s top extra man offense and helped the Seawolves to a 10-6 record in the spring of 2005.
	 A native of Port Jefferson Station, New York and graduate of Comsewogue High School, Cassese and his wife, Katie Granson Cassese who attended nearby Freedom 
High School, were married in Bethlehem in December of 2006. They had their first child, Drew, in July of 2011, their second child, Anna, in August of 2013 and third child, 
Claire, in July of 2016.
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





                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 

                
                

           
           
           
           

          
          

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

  
  
  
 



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





  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
 

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     
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NCAA Statistics

Lehigh - 2020-21 Men's Lacrosse Ranking Summary thru games 05/08/2021

Statistic
National

Rank

Conference

Rank
Value National Leader Value

Conference

Leader
Value

Assists Per Game (65 ranked) 6 1 9.00 Georgetown 10.29 Lehigh 9.00

Caused Turnovers Per Game (65 ranked) 41 7 7.36 Richmond 10.62 Bucknell 10.25

Clearing Percentage (65 ranked) 54 6 0.812 Hofstra 0.904 Loyola Maryland 0.902

Face-Off Winning Percentage (65 ranked) 1 1 0.746 Lehigh 0.746 Lehigh 0.746

Ground Balls Per Game (65 ranked) 1 1 42.91 Lehigh 42.91 Lehigh 42.91

Man-Down Defense (65 ranked) 57 8 0.564 Cleveland St. 0.826 Bucknell 0.718

Man-Up Offense (65 ranked) 24 3 0.375 Richmond 0.634 Boston U.

Navy

0.433

0.433

Opponent Clear Percentage (65 ranked) 22 5 0.838 Virginia 0.777 Bucknell 0.784

Points Per Game (65 ranked) 4 1 23.91 Maryland 26.33 Lehigh 23.91

Saves Per Game (65 ranked) 31 7 12.00 LIU 17.55 Holy Cross 14.50

Scoring Defense (65 ranked) 13 3 10.00 Georgetown 7.93 Army West Point 9.27

Scoring Margin (64 ranked) 6 1 4.91 Maryland 6.50 Lehigh 4.91

Scoring Offense (65 ranked) 4 1 14.91 North Carolina 17.08 Lehigh 14.91

Shot Percentage (65 ranked) 10 1 0.325 Maryland 0.395 Lehigh 0.325

Turnovers Per Game (65 ranked) 23 5 15.82 North Carolina 12.23 Loyola Maryland 14.21

Winning Percentage (63 ranked) 2 1 0.909 Maryland 1.000 Lehigh 0.909

Statistic Player
National

Rank

Conference

Rank
Value National Leader Value

Conference

Leader
Value

Assists Per Game (150 ranked) Tommy Schelling 

John Sidorski 

Christian Mule

23

28

75

3

5

11

2.18

1.91

1.27

TJ Haley, Georgetown 3.62 Brendan Nichtern, Army West Point 2.82

Caused Turnovers Per Game (75 ranked) Anthony Tangredi 

Teddy Leggett

47

65

7

11

1.30

1.18

Chris Conlin, Holy Cross 3.17 Chris Conlin, Holy Cross 3.17

Face-Off Winning Pct (68 ranked) Mike Sisselberger 1 1 0.795 Mike Sisselberger, Lehigh 0.795 Mike Sisselberger, Lehigh 0.795

Goals Per Game (150 ranked) Christian Mule 

Cole Kirst 

Tommy Schelling 

Justin Tiernan

15

51

55

148

2

6

7

19

2.82

2.27

2.18

1.55

Jared Bernhardt, Maryland 4.42 Tommy Sopko, Bucknell 2.88

Goals-Against Average (61 ranked) James Spence 11 3 9.62 Noah Lode, Monmouth 7.80 Sam Shafer, Loyola Maryland 8.93

Ground Balls Per Game (73 ranked) Mike Sisselberger 

Teddy Leggett

1

66

1

7

13.55

3.73

Mike Sisselberger, Lehigh 13.55 Mike Sisselberger, Lehigh 13.55

Individual Man-up Goals (59 ranked) Justin Tiernan 

Andrew Eichelberger

7

28

1

4

7

4

Richie Connell, Richmond 10 Justin Tiernan, Lehigh 7

Points Per Game (150 ranked) Tommy Schelling 

Christian Mule 

Cole Kirst 

John Sidorski

21

30

96

96

4

5

13

13

4.36

4.09

2.91

2.91

Jared Bernhardt, Maryland 6.25 Brendan Nichtern, Army West Point 5.18

Save Percentage (61 ranked) James Spence 14 4 0.556 Owen McElroy, Georgetown 0.604 Spencer Rees, Navy 0.589

Saves Per Game (59 ranked) James Spence 30 7 11.27 Will Mark, LIU 17.45 A.J. Fox, Holy Cross 14.17

Shot Percentage (73 ranked) Christian Mule 58 5 0.373 Ethan Landymore, Hartford 0.600 Evan James, Loyola Maryland 0.441
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




      
      
      
      
      
      

      
      
      
      
      
      

      
      
      
      
      
      

   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   

     
     
     
     

      
      
      
      
      
      

      
      
      
      
      
      

       
       
       
       
       
       

       
       
       
       
       
       

   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
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




 

                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             
                             

              
              

                     
                      
                      
                      

          
          
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







                

                
                
                
                
                









                

                
                











                

                
                
                
                




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



                

                
                











                

                
                
                
                
                






                

                
                
                
                
                
                








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



                

                
                











                

                
                

          

          
          






                

                
                
                








                

                
                






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



                

                
                

          

          
          






                

                
                
                
                
                











                

                
                
                
                
                
                









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



                

                
                







                

                
                






                

                
                
                
                
                
                













                

                
                
                
                
                








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

                

                
                






                

                
                
                
                










                

                
                







                

                
                
                
                
                








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

                

                
                
                
                











                

                
                
                
                
                













                

                
                
                
                
                









                

                
                
                







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



                

                
                
                
                










                

                
                
                
                
                
                











                

                
                
                
                






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



                

                
                
                
                










                

                
                
                












                

                
                
                
                










                

                
                
                





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



                

                
                
                






                

                
                

          

          
          








                

                
                
                
                












                

                
                



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



                

                
                
                











                

                
                
                












                

                
                
                







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



                

                
                
                
                
                

          

          
          
          
          
          











                

                
                
                
                











                

                
                


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



                

                
                
                












                

                
                
                







                

                
                








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




     
     
     


















     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     








BOX SCORES






     
     
     















     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     













     
     
     



















     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     













     
     
     















     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     







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




     
     
     

















     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     








BOX SCORES






     
     
     















     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     













     
     
     

















     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     













     
     
     

















     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     







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




     
     
     


















     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     








BOX SCORES






     
     
     
















     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     

     
     
     













     
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